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Statement on the Appointment of Abraham Weintraub as Executive Director for Eds15 at
the World Bank

The Bank Information Center (BIC), an independent civil society organization with no affiliation
with the World Bank, strongly condemns the appointment by the Brazilian government of Mr.
Abraham Weintraub as the Executive Director to the World Bank for Brazil and the other eight

countries in its constituency.

Mr. Weintraub does not have the support of Brazilian civil society, which has spoken out
vehemently against his appointment. He is currently under investigation by the Brazilian judiciary
for allegations of misconduct and racism, behavior that is antithetical to the mission and the work
of the World Bank. In particular, his offensive comments disparaging Indigenous Peoples is
inconsistent with the World Bank’s Environmental and Social Standards (ESS), including ESS7
on Indigenous Peoples that states as a primary objective “To ensure that the development process
fosters full respect for the human rights, dignity, aspirations, identity, culture, and natural resource
based livelihoods of Indigenous Peoples.” In a time when the World Bank is playing a critical role
in an inclusive and sustainable COVID-19 response, it needs a Board that recognizes the inherent

value of all communities impacted by World Bank finance.

Additionally, Mr. Weintraub’s appointment to the World Bank Executive Director position, and
swift trip to Washington, appears to have been an attempt to circumvent the investigations into his
conduct currently underway. Allowing a government to use an appointment to a World Bank
position as a way to evade justice sets an incredibly dangerous precedent.

While BIC recognizes that the decision of whether to appoint Mr. Weintraub to the Executive
Director position is solely that of the constituent governments, it is critical that the Ethics
Committee and the Board of Executive Directors hold Mr. Weintraub accountable for adherence
to the Code of Conduct of the Board Officials. As the World Bank works to support borrowers in
their recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, it is critical that the Bank work to prevent

governments
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